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He felt his will had developed into that, that governs things on
this planet. Did not the entire Indian National Congress expli-
citly, absolutely, trust at the moment to his will? He felt he
had grown to the full spiritual' stature he aimed at. If he willed
Swaraj to his country, even the erstwhile despondent doubter,
the bureaucracy, was inclined by the irresistible force of his
righteous will towards yielding some such thing. There were
ominous signs all round; the environment was portentous of
something very catastrophic. He did the only thing possible
for a- true Sadhaka. He was right. He gave the ultimatuni
and gave his head as the price. But when the greatest gift,
one can afford was laid as offering, reality revealed itself in all
its ghastly form. Durnimittas began to appear. All obscurities
began to bore themselves and Nature began to warn. Chauri-
Chaura was enough to still the greatest sacrifice. Mahatmaji
began to think,

6* There were, of course, two ways of thinking it out. One
impels rushing on, despite the warning. The warning was only
to test the strength of one's resolution regarding one's own offer.
Why should one be daunted by the appearance of obstacles ?
Who impels me to take this extreme step of ultimatum ? Surely,
it is Providence; and Providence is not ignorant of realities.
I am merely a Nimitta in His hands* Perhaps the interpolation of
this obstacle, the unveiling of all this horrible unpreparedness of
the country, is to test the transparency of me* His instrument. If
I reflect these and not Him who is ever prepared, I will fail.
I shall not do that. He impelled me thus far; and whence
is this Hridaya Daurbalyam ? If this is a warning *, wherefore
is tibus deky in vouchsafing warnings earlier? No, be it what
it may, coine.what may, my business is up, let me rush on! The
words already escaped ray lips that it is unworthy to live any kmger
in this country without Swaraj. I mttft go on, " This is onto way.

* He often  used to say that " Nature warned not Gandhi but
Herself,    whether   she   had   chosen   the proper  instrument'*
4 The call came, but he f Gandhiji) was not ready. *    Mature
warns  not individuals,  But  Herself.'    * Oh I  for  a Tilafc or
by. the side of Gandhi at Bardoli J '